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On Dec. 9, the National Association of Public Employees (ANDEPH) called its second general strike
in less than two months. According to the local media, government activities in Tegucigalpa were
paralyzed by 2 p.m., when ANDEPH president Obdulio Chavez issued the strike call to support
demands for employment stability, salary hikes and improved benefits. In October, when more than
30,000 ANDEPH members participated in a four-day strike, President Jose Azcona Hoyo and his
closest aides were virtually isolated in the capital. The strike ended when the government promised
to meet union demands. According to ANDEPH, government authorities, particularly the congress,
have not fulfilled the president's promise, while so-called concessions have not met their demands.
Government officials say they would need more than $10 million per year to satisfy the employees'
demands, which they do not have. In addition, said the officials, meeting the union's demands
would conflict with recommendations of international financial organizations. At present, the
government says it is $10 million short of the amount needed to pay state employees their Christmas
bonuses. On Dec. 12, ANDEPH called a national strike in the services sector. The Dec. 9 action
was described as a partial strike affecting certain government offices in Tegucigalpa. ANDEPH
leader Chavez told reporters on Monday that the strike will be supported by the 300,000-member
Honduran Workers Confederation (CTH), the country's major labor organization. (Basic data from
Xinhua, 12/10/88, 12/12/88)
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